THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

Opening Prayer - Father God we ask that you will be with us now as we read
the story of the baptism of Jesus, we ask that you speak to us through it Jesus
- you are God’s beloved Son, and we are also His children. Be with us and help
us to know and show your love. Amen

Mark 1:4-11

The Passion Translation

“John the Baptiser was the messenger who appeared in an uninhabited region,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the complete cancellation of sins. *A
steady stream of people came to be dipped in the Jordan River as they publicly
confessed their sins. They came from all over southern Israel, including nearly
all the inhabitants of Jerusalem. ¢ John wore a rough garment made from camel
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and honey of the
wilderness. ” And this is the message he kept preaching: “There is a man com-
ing after me who is greater and a lot more powerful than | am. ’m not even
worthy to bend down and untie the strap of his sandals. ® I’ve baptized you into

water, but he will baptise you into the Spirit of Holiness!”

°One day, Jesus came from the Galilean village of Nazareth and had John im-
merse him in the Jordan River. '° The moment Jesus rose up out of the water,
John saw the heavenly realm split open, and the Holy Spirit descended like a
dove and rested upon him. "' At the same time, a voice spoke from heaven, say-

“You are my Son, my cherished one, and my greatest delight is in you!”



Jesus is Baptised. by Sharla Guenther

There once was a man named John the Baptist, who actually was one of Jesus’
cousins. He became a preacher and was telling others to ask for forgiveness
for things they had done wrong. He wanted to help others change their lives so
they could become like a brand-new person inside.

He was doing this not to be better than Jesus, but to help Jesus. By preaching
to others to feel bad for their mistakes and to ask for forgiveness. By teaching
that they needed God in their life he was preparing the people to hear from Je-
sus himself.

John was a man who wanted to live a very simple life. He felt that having a lot
of things wasn't important; instead, he travelled the desert and told others
about what good things God was doing in his life, and how God could do good
things in their lives too.

So, John didn't go to a big house every night to eat a big supper and go to
sleep in a nice comfortable bed. John didn't have a home and he probably
slept outside sometimes. Other nights he may have been invited to stay with
friends he made along the way.

For food he ate insects like locusts (which are kind of like grasshoppers); he
would find some wild honey to eat with them. Remember, John wanted to live
a simple life; he felt like God was all he needed. Nothing else was more im-
portant.

When people heard that John was in the area, they would come from all over to
listen to him and get baptized. Now for some of you, you might not quite under-
stand what baptism is, and that's okay. If you've ever seen someone get bap-
tized, it's sort of like taking a bath with clothes on.

When someone believes in God, baptism is a way of showing others that you
believe in Him and want to live your life the way God wants. It's like having a
bath to make yourself clean on the inside. When you get baptized, it's a spe-
cial way of showing that you understand that you have and need God's for-
giveness.

When some men named the Pharisees and Sadducees came to listen to John,
he had a strict warning for them: they needed to feel bad for the wrong things
they had done and ask forgiveness for their mistakes. But these men didn't
think they were doing anything wrong, they weren't sorry, and so John would
not baptize them.

As people were coming to John to be baptized, they were wondering if he was
the Saviour they had waited for. John heard what they were saying, and he
told them, I am baptizing you now, but very soon someone greater than me
will come. He is so great that if He asked me to carry His shoes it would be an
amazing honour.”



John continued to preach and baptize people until one day Jesus came by to
be baptized. John didn't know what to say; all he thought was, "how could I,
just a regular man baptizes Jesus the Saviour of the world?"

John said to Jesus, "You should be baptizing me. | cannot baptize you Lord."

Jesus replied, "It's important that | do this now. | am ready and | want to be an
example to others and show them that it's important.”

So, John took Jesus and baptized Him. He placed his hand on His back and
laid him down into the water until He was covered. Then he brought Him back
up again. As soon as Jesus was baptized the sky opened up and the Holy Spirit
came like a beautiful white dove and landed right on Jesus shoulder. Then a
voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, | love him, and | am pleased with
him.”

Just like when Jesus died, was buried, and rose again. When we lie down in
the water, we are dying or getting rid of all the bad things we've done. Under
the water we are buried. Then when we are brought out of the water, we are a
brand-new person to God.

Baptism is important because Jesus made sure this was the first thing He did
when He started His ministry. It is also the last thing He said before going up
to heaven. He said, "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, bapftis-
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you..."” Matthew 28:19,20.
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Unscramble the letters to find the words in our

Jesus is Baptized

Anagram <2

s

aertw

aceghinpr

closstu

ehnoy

lprst

deov

ahsw

beeeilv

blmosy

aceeennprt




CRAFT

Materials:

paper (for handprints) - white paper works well.
pencil or marker

scissors,

glue,

printer and paper

something to colour with

Craft Instructions:

Print out both templates.

Cut out the template pieces (young children may need help with this
step).

Trace the child's hands on another piece of paper and cut out (two
handprints) -- black construction paper works well (or you can colour a
piece of white paper).

Glue the dove together:
o Glue the head (circle) to the body (upside down teardrop shape)
o Glue the face onto the head.
o Glue the tuft of feathers to the top of the head.
o Glue the tail to the back of the body.
o Glue the feet onto the bottom of the body.
o Glue the handprint wings on the back of the body.

o Glue the flower on a wing or beside the neck.






Handprint Dove

Closing Prayer - Now Children why don’t you pray with whoever you are with,
thanking God for His love for each of you...... Because He does love you, very
much.




